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B Project Background

“Building Visions for the Future of Jerusalem: A Bottom-Up Approach” is a Leonard Davis Institute (Hebrew University) and Israel-Palestine: Creative
Regional Initiatives (IPCRI) collaboration funded by the European Union. The project allowed Israeli and Palestinians residents of
Jerusalem—including urban planners, local leaders, students, women, and youths — whose voices are often absents in debates about planning and
geopolitical solutions for the city, to learn about their neighbourhoods and envision a future for them and the city as a whole.

The project spanned over a period of three years. In its first stage, we engaged residents of different Jerusalem neighbourhoods—Zur Baher, Armon
Hanatziv, Issawiya, A-Turi, Abu-Tor, Sheikh Jarrah and Mount Scopus—to generate equitable solutions to local problems. Through capacity building
and participatory techniques we empowered local communities and worked with their residents to create small interventions that can? improve
reality on the ground. Community projects envisioned and implemented by the residents included creation of green spaces, public gardens, and
libraries, beautifying neighbourhoods and more.

B Our Exhibition

In the final stage of the project, city residents engaged with a wider set of issues going beyond their immediate physical surroundings. Israeli,
Palestinian, and mixed groups gathered to talk about four main themes 1) Youth and Education, 2) Public Spaces, 3) Local Political Leadership and 4)
Safety and Protection. A photovoice process empowered and inspired participants. Photovoice is a process through which people, typically from
disempowered groups, use video and/or photo images to capture aspects and experiences of their environment and share them with others. In
addition to generating representations of current realities on each of the four themes, participants were asked to create a new vision images of how
reality in their neighbourhoods/city should look like—in other words, their recommendation for change.

The Group outcomes that are presented in this exhibition will be complemented with policy papers designed to contribute to the discussion of short
and long-term visions for Jerusalem's future.
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what is vour vision for Jerusalem?

"Residents share their dreams"”

Who knows what will happen to Jerusalem?

"The problem is,in my opinion, that politics is burning everything
down. Politics is not the same for everyone... everyone has their own
political position. You cannot come and tell East Jerusalem residents —
you are Israelis! you are Palestinians! you are Jordanians! Impossible!
That's how they ask me! Are you a Palestinian or Jordanian? How do
you describe yourself? I don't feel good about answering - I'm a
Palestinian. Living in the State of Israel is my reality. Holding a
Jordanian passport - that's what I have. Fifty years they didn't ask East
Jerusalem residents "What do you want?" And they didn't hear them!
Everything comes from above. Now you want to hear from me what I
want for the city?"

Resident of Tzur Baher

A community of communities

“This is my vision for Jerusalem. How can we create a community of
communities? How can we create a space where each community can
find its home in, that allows interactions, that emphasizes the
uniqueness of each community, neither tries to erase nor tries to take
over? Today the city is often conducted by a discourse of interests - of
struggles. At the end, we need to ask ourselves - how can we take care
of everyone and constantly create a shared vision for the future. What
is our responsibility for the future?”

Resident of Beit Hakerem

Two states for two peoples - respect for every person

"If a Palestinian state will rise, I will not live in it, I will stay within these
borders. I am in favor of the two states solution, but I can connect with
Jews. When you talk about it with people who have no connection with
Jews they will be surprised. They will be surprised that such a thing
exists. But why shouldn't it exist? Why can't we connect with other
people, no matter what background they come from? The important
thing is that he respects me as a person and I respect him as a person,
that can connectus.”

Resident of Wadi Jose

The heart of the whole world

"To come here and to get out of here safely. Anyone should be able to
visit Al-Agsa, the Western Wall, or the Church of the Cross. I spent a
lot of time in Europe, and Jerusalem is very beautiful. We just have to
keep her like this. We have to respect her. You know, we're the most
important place in the world. We are a place that has three religions,
that the prophets have passed here. For Muslims Jerusalem is the
heart of the world, the heart of the whole world. The holiness of
Jerusalem is no less than the holiness of Mecca. So,we can't give up on
Jerusalem! If you can't give up on Jerusalem! We have to think how
you can live with the other side without hurting it and without hurting
each other. It's complicated! how many people have to think like me to
make it come true? I've come to the point where [ really want my kids
and family to live happily ever after."”

Resident of Beit Hanina

Jewish Jerusalem

“Jewish Jerusalem.... Yes, that's the vision. That is the real wish, this is
Yemot HaMashiach. Until then, I do expect to see reciprocal solidarity,
that is, live and let live. Respect us. Respect our public and places and I
will respect you. I think this solidarity should be today, It should be
yesterday or at least from tomorrow”

Resident of Geula

The people of the middle

"Treally want us to live without politics in Jerusalem. To stop all the
extremists on both sides. Let us live properly. There are extremes in both
directions. I wish that the extremists will not continue to take Jerusalem as
their own. They will only push us toward a bad place instead of a good one.
The people of the middle are the ones who have to stand-up and rise.
There are many them everywhere, but I don't know why we don't rise up. I
consider myself as a middleman. That's how I think of myself."

Resident of Thuri

Equal rights for everyone

" For Jerusalem to become a different city I think the most important thing
is that the Palestinian population will have equal rights like the Jewish
population. I think it's the most basic thing. Can we allow ourselves to have
a huge drug center in the heart of the city,do we? I think this can change
the city. Once their rights will be equal, I think the city will change. I think
that for most Jerusalemites - East Jerusalem is a kind of a black hole. They
don't know anyone there... When I just tell people what's going on there,
they're not even aware of it. They are in shock."

Resident of Abu-Tor

A place of peace

"As a citizen of the state,] am committed to the state, not by taking partin a
national service as many Jews think, but at the level of strategic
responsibility. I think that the State of Israel could be a much better place
to live, if there will be peace. It's good for both sides. I believe in the
two-states solution. Once the two states will be independent, they must
cooperate, to become a true superpower. After all, why we cannot become
‘the Middle-Eastern alliance’? I, from my duty,as someone who is really,
really, really caring for my Palestinian people, also care for my country. I do
think that Jews deserve personal security, national security, peace of mind,
but the Arab-Palestinian population should have the same conditions. It is
terribly wrong if a someone feels secure at the expense of the other.”

Resident of Beit Safafa

Mind your own business

“We can continue to live very well with each other, but please leave us
alone. Jerusalem will not decide whether or not Jerusalem will be divided.
Jerusalem will not divide Jerusalem. The residents of Jerusalem will not
decide on each other. I had a discussion with one of the religious council
members, about the fact that we are offering activities in Shabbat. I said to
him - let us celebrate Shabbat in our own way. I wish for Jerusalem that
everyone will mind his own business. Don’t try to educate us - leave us
alone.”

Resident of Beit Hakerem

Inclusive city

“My vision for Jerusalem is for her to be more inclusive. A city that speaks
in an inclusive discourse, that spread its light to all the ultra-Orthodox
communities and to all the communities in Israel. I think Jerusalem can
give an example at the social level of how people from different
communities can live together despite all the divisions. My vision is that
Jerusalem will include everyone - ultra-Orthodox, secular, Arabs, Reform,
Gays. Every resident will accept the other.”

An ultra-Orthodox neighborhood resident
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Old kiosk in the park on Ephrayim Street next to the playground Community members are enjoying a coffee and chatting in the cooperative or

private coffee place, while the children are playing nearby.
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Empty muddy field that was gated off to residents: it gets filled up with garbage Residents are welcomed again. After a participatory process, the area returned to be
right next to the school residents-owned.
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Abu Tor. Empty derelict area on the seam between the Israeli and Palestinian Public Spaces should be shared, especially across the seam line. Inclusiveness is a

neighborhoods. beautiful thing that should be architecturally designed.
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Stairs and sidewalk are colorless and lifeless without any congruency with their role
as public space
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Stairs can be like a waterfall full of life, color, and inspiration when one goes to
work or comes back home.
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This deserted road is the entrance to many residents’ homes: the first place they
see when they leave and the place where their kids play.
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History is forgotten and identities are diminished as we walk indifferently next to
the Greek Orthodox church wall.
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Transforming the road to a pedestrian road full of colors, shades and cute
corners, which is safe for children and elderly alike.
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Historical sites, which represent the diversity and uniqueness of Jerusalem, should

be highlighted to emphasize the city heritage while lighting up the streets.
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In the overcrowded neighborhood public spaces are turning into a second-floor
garbage can.
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Creativity lurks in every corner — this terrace can become something totally different.
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Where the streets have no identity
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The opposite of green is fire and smoke
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Every street should have its unique identity with colors, symbols and passion
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Reviving the park as a natural children's playground; instead of burning the tires,
they should be recycled to create community art and work.
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Safety And Security Group e
Building visions for the future of Jerusalem: Bottom-up approach
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Law and Order? An open passage at the seam line between Jabel Muckaber and
Armon Hanatziv.
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Law and Order? A police checkpoint with physical presence that highlights the
danger and conflict. Are we encouraging safety feelings or dismantling it?
iy Sl Lo .ALogbllg sl oyay (§alo 3929 &o il agag Srolailig Ugilall
SUoVU Jo=full JLLGT of (Lo UL jgsisl]

NMPIMRYM NIIDN NR NMP2I0 TR TP MNNI NYYA IPMNYYN NMP 2 NP3 27701 pin

202 NYNA IR NMNLAN NYINN IR YYD R0 DR

Realityl marynigsion

The boardwalk is highly developed, but people feel insecure to use it. It is full on
the weekend and empty during the week, despite the beautiful view.
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Soft security check — unnoticed security guard who can differentiate between the
good and bad intentions of the people passing by.
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Instead of a security check which promote feeling of insecurity, we need to create
a place for community gathering and festivities
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Turning the boardwalk into a safe and inviting place, full of visitors, tourists and
people training and running. To do so, we need to add food trucks, Gift shop, café,
open the space by cutting high bushes and different gardening, security signs and
lightning.
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Dark public spaces are useless public spaces and scary at night
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Male youth on the streets are not bad youth, they just don’t have anywhere to go

N25% 18Y 0NY PR VIWA .0’V O1Y1 11202 DR N2 DVVIWNN DY)

Ayl UgLan) Ylho oyt uuy (i AVl 69l gy Uil b Uglgai) (ual aVgll

Realityl mneynigsigl

Bad street infrastructure results in lack of safety for our children and us
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Maybe we can all gather as Palestinian and Israeli women in this beautiful tayelet
(broadwalk) and have stuffed Vine leaves for dinner
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| wish that one day a park like this could exist in Issawiya
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Why can’t we live in a street that looks like that ?
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We don’t feel safe using public transportation in West Jerusalem, especially women

with headscarves (Hijab)
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welcoming everyone using public transportation with a big sign.
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Army roadblocks in East Jerusalem
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Many roads without pavement and lightning at night: we don’t feel safe at all to
walk there
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We want all roads to be opened, we want to feel safe in our city
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We want our roads to be paved and lit
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Youth And Education Group

Building visions for the future of Jerusalem: Bottom-up approach
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In many places in the city, we sense enforcement of certain forms of dress, coming
from specific populations

TIN™2,NMANINNN IR Y1290 N0 229 1792 D'WN 1R Y2 07201 Mmpna
mmon mYnp T Yy
Vo wlglllg uuloll Egi ola ol JUU psaiti  dijaoll o6 (S loUl o a0
Ulzoinolluasy o low

"Life stinks". Jerusalem is full of trash, and this is not pleasant. It bothers me as a

person who lives in this city, and also as a person who wishes that tourists would
want to visit here and see how beautiful our city is.
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There isn't a football team for women in the city, not through our schools, and not
in other places.
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Restrictions are replaced with invitation. Instead of division we are open for
integration and multi-cultural learning.
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We care, and we will do something about it.
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"The Jerusalem'’s lioness" women football club.
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If you think that it only happens in movies, then you are not living in Jerusalem. As
an adolescent living in Jerusalem, going out at night, can change your life in a
moment.
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Mainly on this side of the city (East-Jerusalem), streets are smelly. There are
very few trash cans, so people throw their trash on the streets, and no one
takes care of keeping the streets clean.
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Every Thursday | take the bus trying to reach K4P office. | exit the house at 2PM,
to skip traffic, but it still takes me more than an hour to get to Damascus Gate,
and this is if | am not stuck in the checkpoint.

,14:00 NYW1 IP22NN NIRXYT 2IX V1IN NIVIIND YN NDIM DINDIRI NYDI IR W AN 0 Y22
NTIPI2 NYPNI K2 DX N1, DAY WY Y02 nywn INY Y Np» 1Ty IR, Dmvi %Y 2972 72
np 1IN

Uo el il Jalo Jlahnluise ol Jgngl Jglalg dslall usjiuios gy U5
U_opr\)JICL:l:ouJLoQJJbJ Jorolldayn \)JGQJJU.QJDCLULL"CLCLLLL”\)_D\JJ.LQH
J.aLaJIuJ.chJLcIruJIJIImg @uitoa dulgy oJl Jgngl) el

Women and girls have to feel like they are not alone. We share the responsibility
to put a stop to this violence. It is not something we can't do.
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The municipality should put more trash cans in East-Jerusalem's streets, so people

can use them, and keep our streets clean.
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In an ideal world, checkpoints should not exist, and people should have the
freedom to move. But until that happens, more checkpoints should be open so |
would not stand for hours waiting in the only one available in my area.
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Emergency Road
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My daily routine passing through checkpoints. Its ugly, and frustrating I believe | should see green trees on my way to school rather than grey cement
walls
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| wish we had a modern science laboratory at school where we can learn Having a modern science laboratory at school would allow me to practice science
science and practice it rather than memorize it and not see it only as theory. Maybe | would become a scientist one day
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If I can walk home | would rather do it. Traffic and public transportation in this country | just want to see a digital screen with the time Left for my bus to arrive just like on the
would cause you to immigrate. A 50 minutes wait for a bus is not worth the 15 Israeli side
minutes ride.
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Leadership And Political Representation

Building visions for the fufure of Jerusalem: Bottom-up approach
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Problems

* Lack of Communication — no ability of the residents to impact policy or to contest it

* Not answering the needs of the residents - policies are designed at the national level and according to

national and symbolic aspirations and not according to everyday, daily needs of the residents. x

* No transparency - residents are time after time surprised to hear about policies and plans after they were ¥

already planned, decided , and ratified . 7 T m

* Weakness of local representation — weakness of community councils and organizations that are supposed to

represent the residents.

« Corruption —Municipality workers and politicians have no understanding of the role of public servant. R F
* Absence of a long-term plan for the city - The city lacks a vision. L
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Visions e e [

* Empowering local community councils — Giving more authority to the community councils in order to increase participatory

mechanisms, which will eventually increase communication with the city level.

* Secularizing the agenda- Focusing on daily life instead of national and religious aspirations. The administrative \
departments need to have more control over the municipal agenda rather than religious or national pressure groups.

* Improving Transparency — developing concrete guidelines and transparency requirements in all departments.

¢ Enhancing Diversity — It is important to strengthen the local communities and to create mechanisms that enable some

independence in decision making to impact local policies. Enhancing diversity should be the driving force behing each policy

and not its battle ground. This includes sectarian representation at every level.

* Auditing city hall - City hall must be more effective and less corrupted.

* Planning long-term vision for the city - More shared spaces, more mechanisms that bring the communities together,

empowerment of Youth movements. Jerusalem can become a source of inspiration for other diverse and mixed cities. ;’



Misinformation
Unwanted by the other

renresentatmn 2 Diversity
Missing leadership
Problems

* No trust — Residents of Jerusalem suffer from lack of trust in their relations with the municipality and between them and members of
different communities.

* Missing leadership — All residents said that the current leadership doesn’t offer an inspiring and positive vision for the future.

* Helplessness — Residents feels that they can’t influence their own life. They have no access to the municipality, no representatives, and no
leadership.

* Representation — Many residents find that their voice is missing in the city’s decisions making processes.

 Heterogeneity or Diversity — diversity in Jerusalem causes more problems than solutions. Communities find it hard to communicate with
each other and act as separate stakeholders at the city council.
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Visions

* Power Sharing — Rethinking the city’s political structure. Power should be redistributed between the different communities
and neighborhoods of the city.

 Consensus-Building - decisions on contested issues will/should be made by a mechanism of common agreement.

* Empower local community councils — Give the residents more authority and more power in their hands.

For example, adopt mechanism of budgets decentralization.

* International city, international status — Jerusalem a shared urban space will have its own special status, like in Brussels,
Sarajevo and Belfast.

* Open City - All residents have their right to the city.
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* Occupation- The Israeli occupation on Jerusalem has a major effect on the current living situation of Palestinians.

* Lack of leadership- there is no one organization or unit that is responsible for Palestinians in Jerusalem; no one who listens,

who urges for applying the law, who advocates for their rights or tries to improve their quality of life. -
* Individualism- this issue is related to the later. Palestinians in Jerusalem were put in a situation where each one of them is

thinking onl about their own well-being, family, work and close people around them.

« Corruption- one of the most significant and severe issues in East Jerusalem is poverty which is a result of corruption.

* Threatened existence- this issue was considered to be the most severe threat to Palestinians in Jerusalem.
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Visions
* The new coming generation - this is the strongest and most effective means that can be used to improve the situation
within the Palestinian community in Jerusalem.
« Build small beneficial projects - building small beneficial projects within the neighborhoods of East Jerusalem that will help
improve both the economy and quality of life of the society.
* Advocacy and Media campaigns - pursuing/running/initiating Palestinian campaigns in English and Hebrew to pressure and advocate for the Palestinians' rights.
« Initiatives to support the Palestinian-Palestinian dialogue - this criterion is almost missing in the reality of Palestinians.
* Integrate into the Israeli Society - this option raised a controversial discussion. In the end it was agreed that in order to be as strong of a counterpart as the other,
Palestinians should integrate into the Israeli institutions so that they will have the ability to affect the process decision making.
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